Sinus and A-V nodal dysfunction following myocardial infarction.
A patient in whom syncopal episodes occurred following an inferior myocardial infarction is described. Electrocardiographic monitoring revealed periods of profound sinus bradycardia and AV block during syncope. In addition, transient spontaneous prolongations of the PR interval due to AV nodal delay and episodes of atrial fibrillation also occurred. Sinus node recovery time following atrial overdrive was within normal limits. Symptoms disappeared following the insertion of a permanent, demand pacemaker. The onset of symptoms following myocardial infarction suggests that dysfunction of the sino-atrial and AV nodes may have been the result of ischemic damage during the infarction.